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American Bar Association Fact Sheet

The State of the Union Address and Medical Malpractice
President Bush said in his State of the Union Address on January 31, 2006, that “[a]nd because lawsuits are driving many good doctors out of practice -- leaving women in nearly 1,500 American counties without a single OB/GYN -- I ask the Congress to pass medical liability reform this year.”

You should know that:  

· The ABA has obtained the most recent statistics available from the American Medical Association on the number of physicians who designated as a specialty obstetrics/gynecology.  These statistics show that there has been a significant increase in the number of physicians in this specialty.  In 1975, the number of such physicians was 21,731; in 1980 it was 26,305; in 1985 it was 30,867; in 1990 it was 33,697; in 1995 it was 37,652; in 2000 it was 40,241 and finally, in 2004 (the latest year for which numbers are available) the number of physicians who have designated as a specialty obstetrics/gynecology was 42,059.  (See American Medical Association, Physician Characteristics and Distribution in the US, 2006 Edition at page 312).  

· The Congressional Budget Office, in a January 2004 study summarized a study of the U.S. General Accounting Office on access to physicians as follows: “On the one hand, [the GAO] confirmed instances of reduced access to emergency surgery and newborn delivery, albeit ‘in scattered, often rural, areas where providers identified other long-standing factors that affect the availability of services.’  On the other hand, it found that many reported reductions in supply by health care providers could not be substantiated or ‘did not widely affect access to health care.’” (See Congressional Budget Office, Limiting Tort Liability for Medical Malpractice, Economic and Budget Issue Brief (Jan. 8, 2004), p. 7)

ABA Staff Contact:  Lillian B. Gaskin (202) 662-1768

February 3, 2006

